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What are health disparities?

Health disparities are differences In
the incidence, prevalence, mortality,
and burden of diseases and other
adverse health conditions that exist
among specific population groups In
the United States

-------- National Institutes of Health



Age-adjusted death rates
from heart disease, 2002
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Age-adjusted death rates from
HIV, 2002

Per 100,000 resident population
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Age-adjusted death rates from
cerebrovascular disease, 1997/-
240]0)%

Per 100,000 resident population

100 -
90 - l/.\l—l\.\.
- Black/AA male 38 :
Hispanic/Latino male 50 - _
—~=White male 50 | - >
Black/AA female 40 |
Hispanic/Latino female 30 -
——White female 20 -
10 -
0 | | | | |

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Health. United States. 2004



Percent with untreated dental
caries, by race/ethnicity
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Why do these disparities exist?

® Poverty

e Education

e Occupational Conditions

e Living Conditions

¢ Individual Health Behaviors

e Differential Use of Health Care Services




Examples of differential health
Service use across racial and ethnic
groups

e Whites are 78 percent more likely to receive a
revascularization procedure (Ayanian, et al 1993)

e For oral cancers, whites are more likely to
receive surgery compared to blacks (Tomar et al,
2004)

e African-Americans are less likely than whites to
be referred to a kidney transplant center for
evaluation (Ayanian et al, 1999)



Reasons for differential use

e Limited availability of providers
e Provider bias/racism
e Patient preferences

e Lack of health insurance



Why Is health insurance
Important?

e Less likely to have a usual source of care
e Fewer office visits

e Delay In getting care

e Delay in getting needed prescription drugs

e Links to overall health



Percent with problems getting medical
care, by race/ethnicity and health
Insurance status, Florida 2004
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Health insurance matters to
people

You either have to go homeless or go
hungry to pay a hospital bill or pay for
some medicine.

Uninsured Person from Tampa



Percent of uninsured EFloridians
under age 65, 1999 and 2004
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Importance of employer-based coverage
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Importance of employer-based
coverage

Well when you have the economy like 1t IS
when the big companies that used to offer
health care and insurance are all closed.
They're closing offices right and left, those
are the places where people could get group
Insurance. They no longer exist for many
people. And they're not coming back.
Uninsured Person from Panama City



Percent Uninsured, Adults aged 18-64 by

Race/Ethnicity and Employment Status,
2004
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Percent uninsured adult workers, by
race/ethnicity and employment sector,
2004
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Percent uninsured, adult workers by
race/ethnicity and firm size, 2004
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Percent uninsured full-time workers In
Miami-Dade county, by race/ethnicity,
24004
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Importance of public
coverage

e Current enrollment in Medicaid 2.2
million people

e |[n 2002 Medicaid financed 44 percent of
all births in Florida

e 10 percent of whites, 25 percent of
blacks, 17 percent of Hispanics enrolled
In Florida Medicaid 2002-2003

Kaiser Family Foundation, State Health Facts on Line



The Future: Medicaid
Reform

e Increased Patient Responsibility

e Marketplace Decisions

e Bridging Public and Private Coverage

e Premium-based Approach

e As stated: will not reduce eligibility levels



Final thoughts

Before the grace of God, it could be us
and believe me child, | am one
paycheck away from disaster. And
people need to be treated with the
respect they deserve regardless of
whether they have insurance or a dime
In their pocket or more money than God.
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